160     THE MASTER OF THE HILL

praise as with blame, but he needed the in-
spiration of an accomplished fact.

"And who was quicker than he to sympa-
thize with real trouble, to give sound advice
when he thought it was needed, to settle
financial troubles with an unexpected check,
and pass it off as if it were a reward for serv-
ice performed, to praise work well done?

" Just one thing more. If there is one thing
in particular that I personally owe to him,
it is the ability to hang on when things are
discouraging, and just to work, and work, and
keep on working. That tenacity may help to
save some of us inferior mortals, even though
it never leads to the great things to which
those who are not great oft aspire/'

Of the same kind was the impression he
made upon another of the masters, Mr.
Michael R Sweeney, of whose part in the life
of the school more is to be said presently. Said
he:

" John Meigs had the unusual but most
valuable gift in a headmaster of arousing
enthusiasm in those with whom he came in
contact. If all his influences could be gener-
alized and concentrated into one idea, I should
say that the one big influence he gave, quick-
ened or vitalized in me was, that in whatever
activity I undertook I should give that activity
all my power.

" By his own example he showed me that
no money, time, thought or energy should of the trying times
